Viewing Your Film Through Multiple Lenses:  Take Home Unit Test #4

Cultural Lens:  Post-Colonial, Marxist, and Gender Analysis

Due by:_______________________________

Note:  Your responses to the test questions should be typed and double- spaced.  Please attach this as your cover page.

1.  In your own words, define the cultural lens in general.   What do each of the strands (Post-Colonial, Marxist, Gender) focus on?  Explain what is most important when using this lens (its assumptions)?  This should be approximately one paragraph (5-8 sentences).
2. Using the cultural lens or one of the strands, analyze 3 specific scenes from your film.  This should be structured as 3 paragraphs—one per scene.  Within each paragraph, consider the following questions:
Cultural lens:  Identify the sub-cultures in your film.  What are the values, beliefs, rules, power structure, etc. of each sub-culture?  Which sub-cultures are in conflict with one another?  Why?  How are these conflicts resolved (or not resolved)?  What are the consequences of the outcome to all cultures?

Post-Colonial strand:  How are groups of people exploited or oppressed based on race in your film?  How is this exploitation maintained by the group in power:  threat of physical violence, psychological intimidation?  How do the oppressed group(s) respond/survive:  endurance, silence, resistance?  Is there evidence of movement towards cultural tolerance/unity within the larger society?

Marxist strand:  How are class differences presented in the film? Who has money and social status?  Who doesn’t?  What conflicts arise because of money?  How are they resolved (or not resolved)?  In what ways do economic conditions affect the characters’ lives, and their ideologies (ways of seeing the world—values/beliefs)?

Gender strand:  How are men and women portrayed in your film?  Do they accept or reject the gender stereotypes?  What are the consequences?  Are there conflicts in the relationships between men and women?  How are these conflicts resolved (or not resolved)?  In what ways do you think the form and/or content of the film is influenced by the director’s gender?

3.  Evaluate the usefulness of this lens in general, the pros and cons of utilizing this

 perspective.  How well does this lens work in helping you make sense of this film

 overall? Explain why it does or does not work.
Name:______________________________
Name of film:_________________________

Take Home Test #4

Cultural Lens:  Post-Colonial, Marxist, Gender

Evaluation Criteria

	
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Needs Work

	Understanding of the lens
	
	
	

	Application of the lens to your film
	
	
	

	Evaluating the pros and cons of the lens
	
	
	

	Readability (grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.)
	
	
	


Grade:_______________

